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nonentity as Plato felt, and as every metaphysical mind from the first has more or less clearly felt, though the late discovery of the secret, by the demonstration of the subjective origin of space and tirrxe, was reserved for the genius of Kant. He thereby became the founder of a new era in the history of the world, of the manhood of humanity, of the period of organic thought (that is, of scientific thought carried through every department), the germs of which, sown by him, begin even now to sprout, and the fruits of which, defying all calculation, rest in the bosom of futurity. Had it been granted to Plato, undisturbed by foreign influences, to extract time, space, and causality from the world of perception, and thus to restore the identity separated by them to a unity, the becoming and developing to an unchangeable entity, he might have attained not to his, but to our Ideas, and perhaps have saved mankind some two thousand years of metaphysical error. But fate had decided otherwise as to the intellectual life of many ages, when it was pleased to throw Plato into the arms of Sokrates, whose mission, though a very meritorious one and of great importance for philosophy, was of quite another kind. Sokrates namely, without concealing the fact that he neither rightly understood nature (Plato, Phaedr. p. 230 D) nor the profound views of nature of his predecessors (Diog. Laert. II. 22), had turned away voluntarily from both, in order to direct all the